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IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


TRUMP ACQUITTED 


President declares win for country after Senate vote clears him on all counts 


Verdict doesn’t end battle, 
which now moves to campaign trail 


By Peter Baker 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — When the his- 
tory books are written about this 
day, they will surely record it as 
the culmination of a monumental 
three-year political battle that 
tested American democracy and 
delivered victory to an enraged 
and enraging president over his 
relentless foes. But they will not 
record it as the end of the struggle. 

President Donald Trump’s ac- 
quittal after a fiery three-week 
Senate impeachment trial provid- 
ed him a moment of triumph, a 
sense of validation, a shot of mo- 


ity that he might want. The presi- 
dent who vowed to bring an end 
to endless wars overseas remains 
at the center of an endless war at 
home, one that now moves to the 
campaign trail and will not be re- 
solved until November at the earli- 
est. 

Rather than reaching out to 
bind the wounds, as President Bill 
Clinton did after his own Senate 
impeachment trial in 1999, Trump 
made clear within minutes of the 
final roll call that he planned to go 
on the offensive. He opted to wait 
until Thursday to make a public 
appearance, on the advice of 
aides concerned about complicat- 


mentum — anything but the final- 


Analysis continues on A10 


J. Scott Applewhite / Associated Press 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., was all smiles 
as he left the chamber after Trump’s impeachment acquittal. 


Doug Mills / New York Times 
President Donald Trump on Wednesday tweeted that the Senate vote was a victory for the nation against “the Impeachment Hoax.” 


By Nicholas Fandos 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — After five 
months of hearings, investiga- 
tions and cascading revelations 
about President Donald Trump’s 
dealings with Ukraine, a divided 
U.S. Senate acquitted him Wed- 
nesday of charges that he abused 
his power and obstructed Con- 
gress to aid his own re-election, 
bringing an acrimonious im- 
peachment trial to its expected 
end. 

In a pair of votes whose out- 
come was never in doubt, the 
Senate fell well short of the two- 
thirds margin that would have 
been needed to remove the 45th 
president. The verdicts came 
down — after three weeks of de- 
bate — almost entirely upon party 
lines, with every Democrat voting 
“guilty” on both charges and Re- 
publicans uniformly voting “not 
guilty” on the obstruction of Con- 
gress charge. Only one Republi- 
can, Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah, 
broke with his party to judge 
Trump guilty of abuse of power. 


“It is, therefore, ordered 
and adjudged that the said 
Donald Jobn Trump be... 
acquitted of the charges in 
said articles.” 

Chief Justice John Roberts 


It was the third impeachment 
trial of a president and the third 
acquittal in American history, 
and it ended the way it began: 
with Republicans and Democrats 
at odds. They disagreed over 
Trump’s conduct and his fitness 
for office, even as some members 
of his own party conceded the ba- 
sic allegations that undergirded 
the charges: that he sought to 
pressure Ukraine to smear his po- 
litical rivals. 

But in a sign of the widening 
partisan divide testing the coun- 
try and its institutions, the verdict 
did not promise finality, which 
members of both parties conced- 
ed would come only after the No- 
vember election. 

The president himself did not 
directly address his acquittal, but 
shortly afterward, he announced 
on Twitter that he would make a 
public statement Thursday at the 


e Romney’s act of defiance stuns his fellow Republicans. Page AT 
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TSU regents start process 
of firing school president 


Board alleges he 
failed to act on 
claims of fraud 


By Brittany Britto 
STAFF WRITER 


Texas Southern Univer- 
sity regents late Tuesday 
night began the process to 
fire school President Aus- 
tin Lane, an abrupt course 
of action by a board that 
previously only referred 
cryptically to impropri- 
eties in the admissions 


process. 
At a tu- 


multuous 
= T |; 


meeting 


AL that didn’t 
ey finish until 
S just before 


Lane midnight, 

TSU regents 
voted 6-1 to propose termi- 
nating Lane, the school’s 
president since 2016. They 
cited his failure to act on 
or inform the board about 
allegations of fraud com- 
mitted by a former law 
school official. 


“This action is based on 
an audit committee’s find- 
ing that Dr. Lane violated 
his contract, including the 
termination for cause pro- 
vision,” the regents said in 
a statement. “His actions 
relate to the failure to re- 
port to the board informa- 
tion relating to improper 
payments for admissions 
to the Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law and for the 
improper awarding of 
scholarships to students.” 

The statement and the 
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Report: High benzene levels 
found at 6 Texas refineries 


Numbers are 
‘high enough to 
be worrisome’ 


By Perla Trevizo 
and Jordan Blum 
STAFF WRITERS 


In the fall of 2018, a leak 
at a Pasadena oil refinery 
led to the release of thou- 
sands of pounds of toxic 
pollutants, including some 
8,000 pounds of cancer- 
causing benzene. 

During that nearly 67- 


day stretch, the Pasadena 
Refining System reported 
its highest two-week aver- 
age concentration of ben- 
zene from one of its fence- 
line monitors — a level that 
was 6.5 times above a fed- 
eral guideline for short- 
term exposure. 

The Pasadena refinery is 
one of10 across the country 
that exceeded the Environ- 
mental Protection Agen- 
cy’s action level for ben- 
zene as of Sept. 30, accord- 
ing to an analysis released 
Thursday by the nonprofit 


Environmental Integrity 
Project. Six of them are in 
Texas, including three in 
the Houston area. 
“Benzene is the most 
ubiquitous hazardous air 
pollutant Houston has to 
deal with, we are always 
watching it and very con- 
cerned about it,” said Lo- 
ren Hopkins, chief environ- 
mental science officer for 
the Houston Health De- 
partment. “It’s a carcino- 
gen. It’s also a precursor to 
ozone formation and so un- 
Benzene continues on A13 
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